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TirAaiUNGTON — Thd'moflt striking Im- 
, T V prtasion /rained from plowing through 
40,000 pngo.g of the FBI’s raw files on the 
Jnvnsllgnllon Into tlio assassination of John F. Ken- 
nedy Is Lhnt not much of fen! significance has horn 
added to our sloro of knowledge lhnt was not known 
in the flrsLfew nightmarish hours after tho Konnedy 
shooting. ‘T\ 

Dosplle the exhaustive Ffit probe and numberless 
other public .and privately sponsored Investigations 
fcnrrlod on oVer the 14 years llnce theh, an official 
\ % * lodny would be hard- 
A « pressed to go beyond 

CAPITOL cM stuff /SS 

after the assassination by FBI Director ). Edgar 
lloOver in a memo for his file: 4 *. , . I thought very 
probably we had In custody the man who killed the 
President In Dallas, but this had not definitely been 
established. I advised Mr. Schlel (an assistant attor- 
ney general) that Lee Harvey Oswald spent some 
years in Russia, although he was born in America; 
that he tried unsuccessfully to renounce American 
citizenship, and then came back here.’' 
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innocence 


rlbed Oswald as “an extreme iradlcnl^ painstakingly Interviewed, t n 
I mentioned Ills connection wllh'lh4;.i, peeled neighbors of harbor 
Hba Committee, then added: our >> menta or hatred of President 

ns a nut as lie freezes no and with- 
draws Into himself when he Is being questioned as ho* 


Hoover described 
of the left" and 
Fair Piny for Cuba 


superb, meticulous 

— . r. . ^flolc 

Almost from (ho first, Hoovor believed Oswald. lo prol 
bo* the lone gunman, but he wapskcplical about rill- ■* eft ! 1 Evidence ns 
Ing out the possibility of n wider conspiracy, pcrhnps 
Involving a Cuban connection Chan cos nro that he 


ns were tipsters who sus- 
hnrboHng nnll Amerlcnd senll- 
rcsldent Kennedy or members of 
his family. Along with that, Iho riles reflect the 

_ . sunerb, meticulous work for which the bureau Is 

did this afternoon down In Dallas." . . !! noted ^as, agents tracked Oswald’s movements and 

nckgroum! and hunted down xtirh pliysl- 
ns the dim origins of Oswald’s cheap 
Ilnllhn rifle, Iho ammunition 11 used, and tho wenp- 

.... on’s cuslom-mndo sling, 

n » 0t of f ,c,ll,, y> 1 l >f The overall mass of documents ami memos bares 

S ^ If < 0 Liiu 8t J 0 ’ at 2r € M po L n ,! vv Ihr Indelible Imprint of Hoover, then at the height of 

mLn nit* n An« C /«t Ve rfl S ^ Ck i tlR D if**!? >i 14 . legendary career, as he personally directed Iho 

men But Attorney General. Robert Kennedy knew, pfo be ^wlth scribbled “check this’’ notations on re- 
y snnrl | [ one<1 efforts; thus the |*re/sl- j-^vporls JndlcngMiy personal memoranda containing de- 
™ ust f have i, bCen B f ? all ®r ed whbn Hoov- tailed criticisms of past perfonnance and directions 
f* ° ? h,m „ only 8 f 7 n hourB the assassination f pr thfe fiiture. It was a trying lime for Hoover. Ho 
n ui? , ii.i h r l K 0s ^' a d $ have was fending off critics who wondered aloud why the 
be nn. C Ju”., i ng |! lc h iu ‘x U ^ bureau did not keep closer tabs on known defectors 

nf ?k. rnr. . by ^ mind boggling thoroughness 4 like DwSald, and he engaged In bitter Infighting with 
of the FBI s vacuum cleaner-type Investigation. No other concerned agencies - the CIA, the Secret Serv- 

L- fr°Hl!l 77 L 0 n.! flr ;S Ut l0t FBI pn ^Sl * ,c *> 8rtd DaI,0S P° I,CC - ■» of Whom were 
tft \ “£V r r ,ed ncr ° ss th ® cou ^ ru " nlng dowtt ' ' anxibus to shift the blame for the various blunders 
rumors hints guesses and suspicions, howevei; re- . lha t marked the assassination and IIS aftermath, 
mote, from ordinary citizens, law enforcement agen- 
cies, mind renders and screwballs. 1 

f Telephone operators who overheard snatches of 
conversation in a “foreign longue that may have been 
Russian" about the time of the assassination were 
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• Perhaps one measure of the searing impression 
bhb Kennedy assassination had on the national con- 
sciousness is that, even after 14 years, so much of the 
grist of the investigative file remains so fresh in 
r_’ 1 mind. Details of Oswald’s past leap readily to mind 
:ir,a ■— from his lonely and alienated childhood, as reflect- 
.>/ ? ed in his New York City jdvenlle. court record, to his 
rA bitter defection from the H.9. Marine Corps to the 
r j Soviet Union fttid hh sour return home. 

j But there Is one real shocker In store for those 
•^reading the file — the Stunning realization that 
-•> • America and Americans have changed drastically 
k since 1963. John F. Kennedy presided over the twi- 
C" light of a relative age of innocence, before the politl- 
cal 4Ssasklnation», the urban riots, Vietnam and the 
disclosures of official lawlessness by Richard Nixon, 
the CIA, FBI and other intelligence agencies jolted 
•»the country Into the stale of peevish cynicism that 
< ' dampens the national spirit today. • 

^ As A sample of what we have lost In the process, 
here II k letter to Hoover from a Mrs. Alice Sorbo of 
Los Angeles, dated Nov. 23, 1963: “I know you will 
find out who, murdered our wonderful President. 
Only you and your wonderful staff can do this. I pray 
lor you all.” 
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